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1. Recent studies have described in detail the situation of world trade 
in a number of tropical agricultural products. Mention may be made in 
particular of the FAO studies on coffee, tea and cocoa which review the 
principal factors affecting the trend in world consumption, production and 
trade in these products. One might also mention the sections dealing 
with coffee, cocoa, vegetable oils and oilseeds in the EEC countries, 
contained in a recent FAO study , and the statistical data contained in 
publications of the Commonwealth Economic Committee (in particular Tropical 
Products Quarterly). 

2. The following note describes briefly developments in connexion with 
coffee, cocoa, tea, vegetable seeds and oils and tropical timber. Detailed 
statistics relating to these products have already been distributed in 
document MGT(62)8. 

I. Coffee 

3. World production of coffee, stimulated by the high level of prices at 
the beginning of the nineteen fifties, increased substantially by about 
three quarters between 1952-5^ and 1959-61. This increase was unevenly 
distributed among the main producing areas. Production in Brazil (of the 
Arabica type) and that of African countries (consisting mainly of the Robusta 
type) nearly doubled, whereas the production of the so-called "milds" grown 
in Latin and Central America rose by only about one -third. 

4. Prices of coffee, which declined sharply between 1955 and mid-1960, 
have generally remained relatively stable since then, due mainly to the 
restrictions on exports in the main producing Latin American countries. 
Prices of Robusta types in the United States, which further weakened early 
in 196l, improved after July when the Inter-African Coffee Organization 
reached an agreement with Brazil for mutual co-operation on the world market. 

Tea - Trends and Prospects (Commodity Bulletin Series No.30, i960) 
The World Coffee Economy (Commodity Bulletin Series No.33, 196l) 
The Cocoa Situation: Recent developments and the outlook for Production 
and Demand (CCP/Coeoa/62/4). 

2 
Agricultural Commodities and the European Common Market (FÂ0 Commodity 

Policy Studies No.13 CCP/62/8). 
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Although comparisons of,,the prices-on-the,various«-inar.kets are always a 
delicate point, Table 1 shows that the prices of Robusta coffee imported 
into France .front,its,.associated eountries..are. higher: than-the-price s of 
coffees of the same origin quoted on the United States market. This 
difference has increased still further since-1959; whereas prices on 
the French market fell by less than 5 per cent between 1959 and 196l, 
they were more than 30 per cent lower on the American market during the 
same period. As regards Latin American coffees, it would seem that 
prices followed a similar trend both in the case of exports to the United 
States and to Europe. 

5. Coffee exports of Latin American countries have not followed the 
increase in output. Exports from Brazil in i960 and 1961 exceeded that 
of 1952 and 1953 by only 7 per cent; exports from other Latin American 
countries increased by about 20 per cent during the same period. Stocks 
mainly in Brazil have accumulated rapidly during recent years, rising -- -
from about 1 million tens at mid-1958 to more than 3-5 million tons at the 
end of I96I. During the nineteen fifties, Latin American exports to the 
United States and Canada remained on the whole unchanged but continued to 
represent more than 60 per cent of total exports; the bulk of the 
increase in total exports was due to larger shipments to Europe (mainly 

to Germany) which now takes nearly 30 per cent of total Latin American 
exports. 

6. By contrast, African countries nearly doubled their -exports?- like their 
production, increasing their share in world exports to nsarly one quarter 
in 1959-60 and were able to avoid the accumulation of large stocks. The 
rapid increases in exports from Africa - shared by all the main producing 
countries in the region except Madagascar - have been due both to growing 
imports of Robusta coffee into the United States resulting from the more 
widespread use of soluble coffee and to increased purchases of African 
coffee by European countries. Between 1952-53 and 1959-60, coffee exports 
from African countries to the United States increased by about 150 thousand 
tons, to countries in Europe which grant some of the African countries 
preferential treatment (France, United Kingdom and Portugal) by nearly 
100 thousand tons and to other European countries, especially Germany, by 
about 70 thousand tons. Each of these three areas absorbed in 1959-60 
roughly one third of total African exports. 

7. In several countries exports of coffee represent a high share of the 
total export earnings. In i960 coffee exports accounted for about 70 per 
cent of total exports in a number of Central American countries and in 
Colombia, for about 50 per cent in Ethiopia and the Ivory Coast, for 40 per 
cent in Brazil and for more than one third in Angola and Uganda. 

With falling prices, these shares were generally declining in recent 
years. 
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II. Cocoa 

8. World production of cocoa beans, usually subject to important year-to-
year fluctuations, has increased steadily after the poor crop of 1957-58 
and reached in 196O-6I a level nearly 50 per cent higher than in 1952-54. 
The increase in world exports during the same period was less than 40 per 
cent and there has been some stock accumulation in recent years. 

9. During the nineteen fifties the expansion of production and exports was 
concentrated in African countries, whose shipments are directed principally 
to Western Europe. Consumption of cocoa beans increased in Continental 
Europe, especially in the EEC countries where grindings rose by more than 
15 per cent between 1952-54 and I96O-6I to represent now nearly one third 
of world grindings. Since requirements in the United Kingdom, where 
grirdings represent about 10 per cent of the world total, declined 
substantially during the nineteen fifties, the increase in exports from 
African countries was absorbed by the growing requirements of Continental 
Europe. The combined exports of Ghana and Nigeria rose by 60 per cent 
between 1952-54 and 1960-61, when they represented more than one half of 
world exports, while those of EEC associated countries increased by less 
than 50 per cent. 

10. Production and exports from South and Central America expanded less than 
in the African countries during the nineteen fifties. During this period, 
nearly two thirds of their total exports have been shipped to the United 
States where grindings did not show much expansion, about one fifth to 
Western Europe, the rest consisting mainly of trade within the region. 
In i960, when there was a record crop, exports were about 20 per cent 
higher than in 1952-54, but in 196l, when a severe drought reduced output 
considerably, they were again at about their 1952-54 level. 

11. Prices of cocoa until 1958 were subject to wide year-to-year 
fluctuations due mainly to variations in output. Since then, although 
interrupted by short periods of temporary recovery, prices have been 
declining steadily. According to the figures in Table 2, it would not 
seem that the levels of the prices quoted on the London and Paris markets 
for cocoas from Nigeria (or Ghana) and the Ivory Coast respectively differ 
substantially. Latin American cocoas are sold at prices close to those 
obtained by the African exporters. 

12. Cocoa exports are of great importance to the export earnings of 
certain countries. In Ghana, the world's largest producer, the value of 
cocoa exports represented more than 60 per cent of total exports in i960, 
in the Cameroons and Togo nearly 40 per cent and in Nigeria and the Ivory 
Coast more than one fifth. 

III. Tea 

13- World production of tea, concentrated mainly in Asian countries, has 
increased by more than one-fifth between 1952-54 and 1959-60. Consumption 
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in producing countries, much more important than in the case of ooffee and . 

cocoa, expanded more rapidly than the demand of importing countries and 
world exports rose by only 8 per cent during the same period._ 

14. In the United Kingdom, by far the largest market, consumption did not 
show a definite rising or declining trend during the nineteen fifties. 
It is worth mentioning that net imports of North America, Africa, Middle 
East, Oceania and continental Western Europe taken together are of about 
the same magnitude as the imports into the United Kingdom. While several 
countries in North and South Africa and in the Middle East are importers, 
some others - mainly commonwealth countries - export relatively small but 
quickly rising quantities of tea. 

15. Although there are important year-to-year fluctuations, the price level 
has remained fairly stable, with a slightly declining tendency since 1955 
and an increasing pressure on low-quality teas in recent years. 

16. Export earnings from tea are of paramount importance for Ceylon, where 
in i960 they accounted for 60 per cent of the total value of exports. Their 
share in Indian total exports in the same year was nearly one fifth. 

IV. Vegetable oilseeds and oils 

17. World exports of vegetable oilseeds and oils (excluding those used 
exclusively for industrial purposes) have increased by more than 45 per cent 
between 1952-53 and 1960-61, At the same time, the pattern of this trade, 
as regards both the types of oils and the sources of supply, has undergone 
important changes. (see Table 4) 

18. Exports, mainly from the United Stater,, of soybeans and oil increased 
five-fold and those of cottonseed oil more than doubled between 1952-53 and 
1959-60. As during the same period exports of tropical oilseeds and oils 
expanded by only 11 per cent, their share in world exports declined 
continuously, from about 85 .per cent in 1952-53 to 63 per cent in 1959-60. 

19. Within the group of tropical oilseeds and oils, exports of coconut ipalm 
and oil palm products stagnated during the nineteen fifties and there was no 
important change in the share exported by either Commonwealth countries or 
EEC associated areas. Exports of ground nuts and oil did, however, expand 
significantly by about 55 per cent between 1952-53 and 1959-60. The share 
of EEC associated countries remained practically unchanged (about 37 per cent 
of world exports), whereas that of the Commonwealth countries declined from 
48 to 37 per cent. 

20. There are large short-term fluctuations in the prices of oilseeds and 
oils and these fluctuations vary as between the individual type. It is thus 
difficult to ascertain a general common price trend but it seems that, on 
the whole, export prices tended to decrease somewhat during the second half 
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of the nineteen fifties. The price of ground nuts imported into Prance 
from its associated countries was, up to 1958, distinctly higher than the 
prices quoted in London for ground nuts from Nigeria. Since 1959 this margin 
has fallen considerably and the current difference would be, according to a 
recent PAO survey , about 8 to 10 per cent. In the case of palm kernels, 
since 1959 prices for imports into France seem to be close to those quoted 
on the London market; before that date French prices were substantially 
higher. (see Table 3) In the case of palm oil, the information 
available is rather unreliable; French prices would seem to be substantially 
higher than those paid in the United Kingdom and Belgium but French imports 
are relatively small in quantity. 

21. Vegetable oils and oilseeds accounted in i960 for about half of total 
Nigerian exports, nearly 40 per cent of total exports from Senegal and one 
third of those from the Philippines. 

V. Tropical timber 

22. During the nineteen fifties there was a rapid increase in production 
and export of tropical logs and sawn wood in African and Asian countries 
which was related to the rising demand in industrial countries for tropical 
timber used increasingly in furniture making, joinery work and for other 
purposes. 

23. In Africa, between 1955 and i960, exports of logs increased by more 
than 80 per cent in both the EEC associated territories and the Commonwealth 
countries and those of sawn wood by nearly 70 per cent, the main market 
being Europe. The countries of the EEC absorbed in i960 more than three 
quarters of the logs and 18 per cent of the sawn wood exported from African 
countries and the United Kingdom 9 and 40 per cent respectively. 

24. In Asia, exports of logs have increased by l4o per cent between 1955 and 
i960 and those of sawn wood by nearly 60 per cent. The main market for 
logs is Japan, which in i960 took nearly 80 per cent of Asian exports, 
whereas exports of sawn wood are directed not only to Asian countries but 
also to the United Kingdom, which took 22 per cent of total exports, and the 
EEC and the United States, which took about 10 per cent each. 

25- Logs and sawn wood represented in i960 about half of total exports from 
countries of the Equatorial Customs Union (this share being higher in Gabon) 
and more than 40 per cent of total exports from North Borneo. In Ghana and 
the Philippines, in the same year, this share was about 15 per cent. 

Commodity Stabilization Funds in the French Area, FAO, Rome, 1962. 
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Table ] - Tableau 1 

Price Quotations for Coffee (not roasted) on Various Markets. 1956-196] 
— • Prix du café vert cotés sur- divers marchés. 1956-1961 

(dollars per ton - dollars par tonne) 

Year 

Année 

1956 

1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 

Ivory Coast 
Côte d ' I vo i re 

New York Le Wavre 

683 842 
752 892 
803 917 
595 696 
429 696 
412 672 

• ' • ' • ' ' * • 

Uganda -

New York-

739 
761 
827 
631 
444 
407 

Ouganda 

Londres 

. . 

. . 

•• 
506 
439 

Brazi l - Brési l 

New York 

1278 
1252 

1065 
815 
807 
794 

Sources; 1) Ivory Coast/Côte d'Ivoire (Robusta); Commodity Stabilitat-ton-Funds In the French Area» 
FA0, Rome 1962. ~ 

il) Uganda/Ouganda (Robusta native - robusta de production Indigène), Brazil/Brésil (Santos No 4 ) : 
Plantation Crops;, Tropical Products Quarterly Commonwealth Economic Committee, London. 



Tabla 2 ̂ f Jabteau.2 

"Average" Price's 6T Cocoa Beans "Quoted on Various; Market's. T"95&^T961 
Prix àWen""fe'fèvês"ôrê"cacâîô côtes sur 'aTvers marches".' 1956-1961 

(dollars per ton - dollars par tonne) 

i Year 
Année . 

i 
1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

United States 
: Etats-Unis. . 

562 

672 

955 

780 

590 

494 

United Kingdom 

Royaume-Uni 

- -

610 

682 

972 

787 

622 

496 

France 

592 

(683) 

1011 

751 

591 

447a 

Netherlands j 

. Pays-Bas ' 

569 

644 

924 

748 

580 

4433 

Average of-9 months - Moyenne de 9 mois 

United States: Spot Price, Bahia, New York. 
Etats-Unis: Bahia, prix au comptant, New York. 

United Kingdom: Spot Price, Ghana, London. 
Royaume-Uni: Ghana, prix au comptant, Londres. 

France : Ivory Coast, fair fermented, Le Havre. 
Côte d'Ivoire, fair fermente', Le Havre. 

Netherlands: Miscellaneous qualities, 5000 kg. lots, Amsterdam. 
Pays-Bas : Diverses qualités par lots de 5000 kg, Amsterdam. 

Sources : Gill and Duffus Cocoa Market Report 
FA0, Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics. 
et statistique agricoles. 
Commodity Stabilization Funds in the French Franc Area, FA0. 

FAQ.Bulletin mensuel, économie 



Table 3 - Tableau 3 

Price Quotations (I) and Import Unit Values (II) of Palmkoraels and Palm Oil. 1956-1961 

Quotations de prix (1^ et valeurs unitaires ~à l'importation(II) dè'palmlstes et dfhuile de palme. 1956-1961 

"""' {dollars per ton-dollars par lonnè) ,V 

...... 

• ' ' ' 

Palnkemels - Palmistes 

• 

Palm oïl - Huile de palme 

Year 

Année 

1956 

1957 
1958 
1959 

1960 
1961 

1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 

United Kingdom from 
Nigeria 

Royaume-Uni du Nigeria 

1 II 

146 141 

141 139 
154 • 143 

193 179 
169 175 
137 138 

256 244 
254 248 
228 223 
238 229 
224- 2il 
228 220 

Belgium from Congo 
(Leopoldville) 

Belgique du Congo 
(Leopoldville) 

! Il 

143 135 
139 136 
151 144 
186 181 
165 175 
132 138 

248 229 
247 238 
225 225 
238 222 
224 220 
226 219 

France from Dahoney j 
and Ivory Coast j 

France du Dahomey et 
de la Côté d'Ivoire ' 

II 

151 
147 
154 
182 
171 
134 

276 
266 
278 
250 
256 
238 

United Kingdom I - Nigerian, nearest forward shipment, c.l.f. 

Royaume-Uni I - Du Nigeria, embarquement le plus proche, c.a.f. 

Belgium I - Congo (Leopoldville), nearest forward shipment, c.l.f, 
Belgique I - Du Congo (Leopoldville) embarquement le plus proche, c.a.f. 

Sources; FA0, Monthly Bulletin of Agricultural Economics and Statistics. - FA0, Bulletin mensuel, econoaïé et 
statistique agricoles; National trade statistics - Statistiques nationales du commerce extérieur» 



TaMeJ.-JaUeauJ, 

- - ^ f f f l r 1 ?XD,orts of PU?^.,naftd,.^)ble 0»», )952-1960.„. J ^ C - i - l L 
Exportations aondlales de graines oléaqjnftusfts...st jd!hu1 Les., végétales ̂ pj8est1ble£fc_]35.2-196Q _J 

(million tons, oil equivalent, and percentages) 
(millions de tonnes, equivalent en huile, et pourcentages) 

Tropical oilseeds and oils 
Oléagineux tropicaux 

Cottonseeds - Graines de 

Olive oil - Huile d'olive 

Share of tropical oilseeds 
and oils (percentages) 

Part des oléagineux tro
picaux (pourcentages) 

1952 

2.66 

0.23 

0.11 

0.10 

3.1 

86 

1953 

2.61 

0.26 

0.13 

0.10 

3.1 

84 

1954 

2.93 

0.28 

0.34 

0.14 

3.7 

79 

1955 J 1956 

3.00 

0.43 

0.38 

0.10 

3.9 

77 

3.22 

0.72 

0.38 

0.12 

4.4 

73 

1957 

3.13 

0.82 

0.28 

0.16 

4.4 

71 

1958 

3.04 

0.90 

0.14 

0.11 

4.2 

72 

1959 

2.87 

1.11 

0.32 

0.16 

4.5 

64 

1960 

3.04 

1.33 

0.25 

0.23 

4.9 

62 

b 
Not including mainland China. - Non compris la Chine continentale. 
Copra and coconut oil, palm oil, palmkernels, groundnuts and groundnut oil. 
Coprah et huile de coco, huile de palme, palmistes, arachides et huile d'arachide. 

Sources; FA0 and Commonwealth Economie Committee. 


